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Aparthotels capitalise on surge in short-term assignments among business travellers

An aparthotel is defined as a building dedicated to the provision of serviced apartments, with the added bonus 
of hotel-like facilities. Such facilities typically include an on-site gym and swimming pool. Traditionally, serviced 
apartments have been geared towards long stay accommodation, but aparthotels have bucked that trend, 
attracting those on shorter assignments of four to six nights. 

As noted by Knight Frank in their Global Cities 2016 report, demand for businesses wanting short-term 
accommodation for overseas workers has rocketed in recent years. We’re also seeing a rise in operators providing 
serviced apartments and hotels on the same property. Their report estimates that short-term assignments will 
grow to 20% of all international relocations by 2017, with long-term assignments comparatively falling from 52% 
to 45% in the same time.

According to Tom Knight, head of London Residential research at Knight Frank, serviced apartments stand to reap 
the rewards of shorter assignments by introducing more flexible models.
“There is a new generation of younger employees used to more flexible business and leisure travel, which is 
encouraging companies to deploy people around the world for shorter periods,” he says.

SACO’s new Leman Locke property is a prime example. Located inside a sky tower in the City of London, this 
aparthotel features 168 studio and one bedroom suites, along with two sky meeting rooms, and an on-site 
gym. Amenities include ultrafast Wi-Fi, temperature controlled air conditioning and high spec kitchen fittings. 
The property has been designed to reflect the look and feel of the London’s hipster-inspired East End, in effect 
allowing guests to better connect with residents in the local area.  

Other property providers have adopted a similar approach with the creation of cleverly configured spaces like 
meeting rooms, fitness suites and communal lounges. Today’s business traveller, it seems, is more imaginative in 
his or her approach to choosing accommodation; more engaged in the community they’re working in. Elsewhere, 
mixed-use developments, combining serviced offices and serviced apartments have provided a burst of creativity 
to attract a modern wave of mobile professional looking to work, live and socialise abroad. 

An increase in people undertaking short-term assignments appears to be the drive behind a recent wave of 
aparthotels entering the business travel market.  As SilverDoor’s Group Head of Marketing, Caroline Saunders 
concurs: “A serviced apartment is the ideal solution for medium to long-term stays but, if you only need 
accommodation for one or two nights, an aparthotel is probably more suitable. We work with hundreds of 
operators around the world and aparthotels have become increasingly common over the past year, particularly in 
major city centres.”

Leman Locke is just one in a number of properties adapting to this shift, with many more to follow over the 
coming months and years. 
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About  S i lverDoor
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